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LOCAL CONTROL 

 What does common mean?  Are all participants using the same textbooks?  How is 

uniformity insured between states without codified lesson plans?  What type of autonomy 

does the state have when implementing the Common Core Standards or does it have 

autonomy? “Common” standards refer to the goals that all students are working to 

accomplish.  These standards describe what all students will be able to do.  The standards 

do not describe the materials and lessons that all teachers must teach, nor do they specify 

a textbook that all teachers must use.  Teachers know what their students’ individual 

needs and interests are.  Teachers determine the best way to help each student meet the 

standards, and teachers choose the best materials to use.  Each state decided how to 

implement the Common Core State Standards.  In MS, CCSS implementation processes 

are determined by local school districts. 

 

 Will Petal be willing to use Non Globalist’s examples for our students?  For example 

instead of saying “Ways to save energy… why not… ways to create energy.  Instead of 

Microsoft not hiring people from Non-Common Core States, how about get students to 

think about competing effectively against Microsoft and other established industries.- 

especially since many inventions are yet to be invented.  Students in the Petal School 

District are taught to think critically to solve problems, exploring and creating solutions 

based on research.   Rather than teaching our students that there is only one solution to 

any given problem, students are learning that there are many different ways to approach 

challenges.  Even better, our students are discovering and inventing those solutions 

themselves in a collaborative environment with the support of an expert teacher.  Because 

of this our students are learning to be innovative and will be prepared to be successful in 

our changing world. 

 

 How do you know that in 5-10 years Petal is not going to lose control to Washington?  

“The Tenth Amendment to the United States Constitution states: "The powers not 

delegated to the United States by the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the States, are 

reserved to the States respectively, or to the people." Since education is not mentioned in 

the Constitution, it is one of those powers reserved to the states. Of course, the United 

States Supreme Court can declare that something not mentioned in the Constitution is so 

closely related that the unmentioned power is a fundamental interest, which rises to 



constitutional protection. So far, the Supreme Court has not declared that education is a 

fundamental interest. Thus, states have plenary, or absolute, power in the area of 

education.”  

Retrieved from:  http://www.departments.bucknell.edu/edu/ed370/federal.html 

 Because of Common Core, my 5 year old is considered behind. How is the school going 

to make sure he gets where he needs to be?  Our kindergarten teachers are dedicated 

individuals who research best practices for our youngest students on a daily basis.  Rather 

than thinking about whether or not a child is “behind”, our teachers look at each child’s 

strengths and weaknesses.  While partnering with parents, these teachers differentiate 

their instruction to ensure that the developmental and academic needs of each child are 

met.  Historically, our kindergarten teachers have proven that they have the expertise to 

produce significant gains in literacy, mathematics, and social/emotional development.   

 

 If we have no choice in having Common Core or not, then preschool needs to be a 

mandate.  Research has shown that preschool has a significant effect on students’ 

academic success.   However, state-funded preschool is a decision that must be made at 

the state level.   If you feel strongly about this issue, we encourage you to contact your 

state legislators to express your concerns. 

 

 Maybe my child doesn’t want the career path a test says he should.  Where is letting the 

individual’s choice in Common Core?  The Common Core State Standards do not 

determine the career that an individual must choose.  Instead, the Common Core State 

Standards describe the capacities that individuals who are college and career ready should 

possess.  By supporting our students as they work towards these goals, we insure that our 

students have the skills that they need to take advantage of numerous and varied 

opportunities when they graduate from high school.  To read about these capacities, copy 

and paste this link into your browser: 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/introduction/students-who-are-college-and-

career-ready-in-reading-writing-speaking-listening-language/ 

 

 What is college/career readiness exactly? 

Retrieved from www.achieve.org: 

“From an academic perspective, college and career readiness means that a high school 

graduate has the knowledge and skills in English and mathematics necessary to qualify 

for and succeed in entry-level, credit-bearing postsecondary coursework without the need 

for remediation -- or put another way, a high school graduate has the English and math 

knowledge and skills needed to qualify for and succeed in the postsecondary job training 

and/or education necessary for their chosen career (i.e. community college, university, 

technical/vocational program, apprenticeship, or significant on-the-job training). 

http://www.departments.bucknell.edu/edu/ed370/federal.html
ttp://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/introduction/students-who-are-college-a


 What is your opinion of the new “national sexuality standards” that will be eventually 

introduced under Common Core?  (On the Advisory Committee is Gay, Lesbian and 

Straight Education Network – GLSEN and Planned Parenthood.)  Sexually explicit 

material in 3
rd

 grade book “It’s Perfectly Normal” where masturbation detailed with 

graphic illustration, among other things, is discussed.  The National Sexuality Standards 

are an initiative of the FoSE Project (Future of Sex Education), while the Common Core 

State Standards are an initiative of the CCSSO (Council of Chief State School Officers).  

The two initiatives are unrelated.  The National Sexuality Standards are not a part of the 

Common Core State Standards.  

 

DATA REPORTING 

 How much information will be sent about my student (in detail) to the statewide 

longitudinal data system, and do I have control over this?  This was built with the ARRA 

stimulus monies you were given.   

 According to a February 2013 USDOE report discussing school standard reporting 

known as longitudinal data systems, this makes information about students’ academics 

accessible to Federal Government agencies.  Is there personal information such as DOB, 

SSN, address, parents, personality information, medical (from school nurses) and etc… 

that will be sent?  Why or why not?  What assurance can you give me that my children’s 

information will not be misused?  

 Explain the expansion of SLED (Statewide Longitudinal Educational Data System) and 

the 400 points of data collected. 

There are no data collection requirements of states adopting the CCSS. Standards define 

expectations for what students should know and be able to do by the end of each grade. 

Implementing the CCSS does not require data collection. The means of assessing 

students and the data that results from those assessments are up to the discretion of each 

state and are separate and unique from the CCSS. 

The federal government does not have access to the student-level information housed in 

state data systems. Common Core is not a mechanism for federal data collection, nor does 

state implementation of Common Core and its related assessments require any data 

collection beyond the aggregate data authorized by No Child Left Behind.  

Transition to the Common Core State Standards and aligned assessments will not change 

the type of student information the US Department of Education collects. The student 

information collected when a student is assessed will be the same as is currently collected 

and used. This information includes the students’ name, birth date, gender, race/ethnicity, 

and grade level.  

The USDOE does not collect or maintain information on students’ religion, political 

party affiliation, biometric information, etc. that some have listed as possible areas of 

concern. The USDOE does not plan to collect this information as it is irrelevant to 

students’ education.  



 As part of broader education reform efforts, states have already adopted data systems 

that allow educators and parents to measure the progress of student achievement and 

growth from year to year. This is not a result of Common Core standards, but rather a 

more than decade long bipartisan effort to ensure students are learning a year’s worth of 

knowledge in a year’s time and that the taxpayers are seeing a return on their enormous 

investment in education.  

USDOE collects individual staff and student information for K-12 public education 

through a series of surveys scheduled during the fiscal year. The data includes race, 

ethnicity, date of birth, language, country of birth and all information is securely stored 

with limited access granted only to those who assist schools and districts with data 

processing.  

All information reported to the federal government or the public is aggregated to ensure 

the privacy of individual students. Mississippi does not report individual student record 

information to the federal government, and the federal government indicates it has no 

plans to require student level reporting of information in the future.  

 

SUPPORTING TEACHERS, STUDENTS, AND PARENTS 
 

 Why weren’t the teachers trained in effective literacy strategies before CCSS was put into 

action?  Teaching is a field that evolves over time as researchers continue to report data 

that supports best practices.  Educators learn new things about teaching everyday, much 

like the medical field learns better ways to keep people healthy.  The Common Core State 

Standards are based on the latest research for the teaching of literacy.  Our teachers work 

hard to stay current on this research to insure that our students are receiving the most 

effective instruction possible.  With or without the Common Core State Standards, we 

would see changes in our classrooms as we work to implement those practices that 

research has proven works best.   

 Doesn’t that lessen its effectiveness for the struggling learners?  Much of the research 

that is conducted in the field of literacy is focused on how to best serve struggling 

learners.  As new information is reported, our teachers work together to identify practices 

that will meet the needs of individual students.    As we work to shift to the Common 

Core State Standards, our teachers have found that all types of learners are benefitting 

greatly, especially our struggling students.  This dedication to staying on the cutting edge 

in the field of education has been a distinguishing characteristic of the Petal School 

District for decades. 

 How will this curriculum affect a child who may be slow paced but can do the work?  

Fortunately, our teachers and administrators are dedicated professionals who eagerly do 

whatever it takes to make sure that all students are successful.  Each child progresses at 

his or her own pace.  We have many support systems in place to insure that all of our 

students have time to demonstrate that they have mastery of the standards.   



  How will CCSS help?  It seems it may hurt without the proper training at first 

implementation of CCSS.  How is forcing and overloading (K-2) going to help the child 

not fail?  Should be gradual not forceful.   

We implemented the Common Core State Standards at Petal Primary School in 2011-

2012.  Our students have been very successful with meeting the new standards.  In fact, a 

majority of our students mastered their grade level standards prior to the end of the 

school year and began working towards the next year’s standards.  Those who needed 

more time were provided with the opportunity to work at their own pace and with an 

understanding and supportive teacher to guide them along the way.  Students in K-2 have 

been highly engaged in the authentic, rigorous learning opportunities provided in their 

classrooms.  We would urge you to schedule a time to visit your child’s school so that 

you can see for yourself the innovative instruction occurring daily in our schools. 

 Are standards elevated to teach current grade what they would learn in two grades ahead?  

“The Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in 

History/Social Studies, Science, and Technical Subjects (“the Standards”) are the 

culmination of an extended, broad-based effort to fulfill the charge issued by the states to 

create the next generation of K–12 standards in order to help ensure that all students are 

college and career ready in literacy no later than the end of high school.”  This 

important quote from the Introduction to the CCSS for ELA explains that the standards 

are organized by grade level so that schools can ensure that students are on track for 

college and career.  There are instances in which skills which were previously taught in 

one grade are now taught in another.  Fortunately, our teachers regularly research 

developmentally appropriate instruction so that our students are taught new skills and 

content using methods appropriate for their age.  Thus far, our teachers and students have 

risen to the challenges or Common Core and both report that classes are enjoyable and 

meaningful. 

 What will the schools do and what do you suggest that we as parent do to help our 

children manage the stress of the increased rigor?  Our teachers work daily in their 

professional learning communities to design rigorous lessons and to determine 

scientifically-based methods for scaffolding students’ learning.  Our top priority is to 

provide a safe learning environment in which students feel comfortable with taking risks 

and in which students come to understand that we all struggle when we are learning 

something new.  In our classrooms, students have the support of their teachers and their 

peers as they grapple with challenging ideas.  Our teachers are trained to meet the needs 

of the whole child through the use of programs such as Conscious Discipline.  In the 

Petal School District, we hope to instill perseverance and independence in our students.  

These two qualities are developed as students learn to work hard even when things are 

difficult.  At home, parents need to reassure their children that there is nothing wrong 

with making mistakes sometimes.  Parents need to encourage their children and celebrate 

their accomplishments, especially those that require a lot of time and energy.  In many 



cases, students who are typically high achieving seem to be the most upset when 

academic work becomes more challenging.  Historically, many of our brightest students 

may not have experienced many situations in which they truly had to struggle for an 

extended period of time to accomplish a goal until they reached AP high school or even 

college classes.  Therefore, we are working to develop the attitudes and dispositions of 

lifelong learners in all of our students from the very beginning.   

 If and when educators attend “boot camps”, can parents attend as well to have a better 

knowledge of what is expected of our children? 

The Petal School District will continue to host events for parents so that our parents can 

learn more about the Common Core State Standards and how we are implementing them 

in our schools.  In addition, the Petal School District commits to providing ongoing 

communication and an open dialogue with parents & the community as the Common 

Core State Standards are fully implemented. 

 What about vo-tech for “career-ready” standards? 

In an effort to ensure that rigorous academic standards are an integral component of 

career technical programs and that career readiness is a component of academic 

programs, states are working to ensure that all of our students are engaged in coursework 

that will prepare them for college and careers.  To read more about those efforts and to 

gain a better understanding of how the Common Core State Standards relate to Career 

Technical Education, access the following report: 

www.achieve.org/files/CCSS-CTE-BridgingtheDivide.pdf  

 What resources can we go to for the more challenging homework?  

The teachers in the Petal School District are dedicated to supporting the learning of all 

students.  If you have any questions or concerns about your child’s homework, please 

don’t hesitate to contact your child’s teacher or principal.  There is so much information 

available to us through the world-wide-web.  Some of it is reliable, but some of it is not.  

We urge you to stay closely connected to your child’s teachers and school.  In this way, 

our school district can partner with you to determine the best way to meet your child’s 

needs. 

 

CONCERNS ABOUT THE STANDARDS 
 How can you assure me or prove to me that this is the best curriculum for our children?  

First, it is very important to make a distinction between curriculum and standards.  The 

standards are the goals.  They describe the actions that students should be proficient with 

at a given grade level.  The Common Core State Standards were created using the 

research of national organizations, such as the National Council for Teachers of English 

and the National Council for Teachers of Mathematics, just to name two.  These 

organizations continuously conduct research and communicate with the educational field 



about the latest advancements in teaching.  Because of this, teaching methods are 

constantly evolving.  Just as society changes, so must our schools.   

The best existing standards in the United States and from the top performing nations 

around the world, such as Finland, Singapore, and Canada, were used to guide the 

development of CCSS. No one set of standards served as the single benchmark for the 

development of the standards. 

When educators talk about standards, they must remember that different meanings can be 

applied to the term standards. The state determines academic standards–the goals for 

what students should learn—but local school districts may build on these standards. 

Local school districts choose the curriculum–what is taught and how it is taught–in each 

classroom, as well as resources needed for teaching and learning. Each teacher 

determines his/her own instructional strategies to help students meet the standards. The 

standards, in and of themselves, are simply goal statements; it is what happens in the 

classroom that will impact student performance. However, the proof of potentially 

different results is found in Mississippi’s past results. Historical data for Mississippi’s 

student outcomes show that every time Mississippi has raised the performance 

standards (or increased the rigor of statewide assessments) for 

student expectations, student results rose (often after an initial decrease due to the new 

standards). With the implementation of college- and career-ready standards and 

assessments to measure results, the education community in Mississippi will again rise to 

the challenge. 

 

 What is wrong with what you have been doing already?  Has it been proven?   

Recent results on multiple assessments have shown us that students are not achieving at a 

level that will ensure that they will be able to compete in the global marketplace.  For 

example: 

From Dr. Lynn House’s response to the MS Conservative Senate Coalition: 

The Programme for International Student Assessment (PISA), which uses real-world 

tasks and complex problems to measure the performance of 15-year-old students in 

reading, mathematics, and science, continues to reflect U.S. students’ performance 

dropping, to ranking 22nd in mathematics and 19th in science in 2006, out of 26 member 

countries of the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development. 

 

  Why are standards lower for black students?  Aren’t they going to college as well?  Why 

should our standards be lowered?  The Common Core State Standards are not lower for 

black students or any other minority groups.  “No set of grade-specific standards can 

fully reflect the great variety in abilities, needs, learning rates, and achievement levels of 

students in any given classroom. However, the Standards do provide clear signposts 

along the way to the goal of college and career readiness for all students.” (Intro to the 

CCSS) 



 It would behoove parents to read the following information from the Introduction of the 

Common Core State Standards: 

What is not covered by the Standards 

The Standards should be recognized for what they are not as well as what they are. The most 

important intentional design limitations are as follows: 

 1. The Standards define what all students are expected to know and be able to do, not 

how teachers should teach. For instance, the use of play with young children is not specified by 

the Standards, but it is welcome as a valuable activity in its own right and as a way to help 

students meet the expectations in this document. Furthermore, while the Standards make 

references to some particular forms of content, including mythology, foundational U.S. 

documents, and Shakespeare, they do not—indeed, cannot—enumerate all or even most of the 

content that students should learn. The Standards must therefore be complemented by a well-

developed, content-rich curriculum consistent with the expectations laid out in this document. 

 2. While the Standards focus on what is most essential, they do not describe all that can 

or should be taught. A great deal is left to the discretion of teachers and curriculum developers. 

The aim of the Standards is to articulate the fundamentals, not to set out an exhaustive list or a 

set of restrictions that limits what can be taught beyond what is specified herein. 

 3. The Standards do not define the nature of advanced work for students who meet the 

Standards prior to the end of high school. For those students, advanced work in such areas as 

literature, composition, language, and journalism should be available. This work should provide 

the next logical step up from the college and career readiness baseline established here. 

 4. The Standards set grade-specific standards but do not define the intervention methods 

or materials necessary to support students who are well below or well above grade-level 

expectations. No set of grade-specific standards can fully reflect the great variety in abilities, 

needs, learning rates, and achievement levels of students in any given classroom. However, the 

Standards do provide clear signposts along the way to the goal of college and career readiness for 

all students. 

 5. It is also beyond the scope of the Standards to define the full range of supports 

appropriate for English language learners and for students with special needs. At the same time, 

all students must have the opportunity to learn and meet the same high standards if they are to 

access the knowledge and skills necessary in their post–high school lives. 

 

Each grade will include students who are still acquiring English. For those students, it is possible 

to meet the standards in reading, writing, speaking, and listening without displaying native-like 

control of conventions and vocabulary. 

 

The Standards should also be read as allowing for the widest possible range of students to 

participate fully from the outset and as permitting appropriate accommodations to ensure 

maximum participation of students with special education needs. For example, for students with 

disabilities reading should allow for the use of Braille, screen-reader technology, or other 



assistive devices, while writing should include the use of a scribe, computer, or speech-to-text 

technology. In a similar vein, speaking and listening should be interpreted broadly to include 

sign language. 

 6. While the ELA and content area literacy components described herein are critical to 

college and career readiness, they do not define the whole of such readiness. Students require a 

wide-ranging, rigorous academic preparation and, particularly in the early grades, attention to 

such matters as social, emotional, and physical development and approaches to learning. 

Similarly, the Standards define literacy expectations in history/social studies, science, and 

technical subjects, but literacy standards in other areas, such as mathematics and health 

education, modeled on those in this document are strongly encouraged to facilitate a 

comprehensive, schoolwide literacy program. 

 

 Why have states such as Indiana, Virginia, Florida, Alabama, Georgia and Oklahoma 

pulled out of Common Core?  

Some states have opted out of the two state-led consortiums that are designing next 

generation assessments (PARCC and Smarter Balanced) and are planning to create their 

own assessments.  While some states are taking a close look at the Common Core State 

Standards, those states have not opted out of the standards.   

 

 How many of the 44 original states that approved Common Core participation have 

withdrawn or taking a second look?  Why?   

Eleven states are currently looking closely at the Common Core State Standards in an 

effort to insure that the standards are rigorous enough to prepare the students in their 

states for the demands of college and the workplace.  These states are also looking 

closely at the affordability of administering the next generation assessments designed by 

PARCC or Smarter Balanced.   

 

 Why is Common Core moving Algebra I from being taught in 8
th

 grade to the 9
th

 grade?  

It will mean it will be more difficult for students to reach Calculus in high school.  

Calculus is a requirement for admission to most selective universities. F 

 

 From Dr. House’s response to the MS Conservative Senate Coalition: 

“The Common Core standards for eighth grade math include some algebraic concepts  

such as proportional relationships, functions, linear functions and equations, and systems 

of linear functions. The standards also include some statistical and probability concepts 

that are traditionally taught in the state’s current Algebra I course. This collection of 

CCSS Grade 8 standards and skills will transition students effectively into a full, more 

rigorous Algebra I course at the high school level. Students who master the Grades K-7 

material will still be able to take Algebra I in the 8th grade—if they are academically 

prepared to do so. It is important to note that the CCSS Algebra I and MS Algebra I 

courses are similar in course title only. The content of the CCSS Algebra I is more 



closely aligned with Mississippi’s current Algebra II course, which is typically taught at 

the 10th or 11th grade. Therefore, the CCSS Algebra I course will be more rigorous for 

all students.” 

 

CONCERNS ABOUT FUNDING 

  How is this program funded?   

Local school districts decide how to spend funds allotted by the federal and state 

government.   Because we know that student achievement increases when teachers 

increase their knowledge and improve their skills, we designate some of these funds for 

professional development.  Our teachers and administrators attend conferences and 

workshops to learn more about how to implement the Common Core State Standards.  

Our teachers also research the standards and best teaching practices in Professional 

Learning Communities.  We also use funds to purchase the texts and materials that our 

students need to learn in their classes.   

 

 Will the states that did not adopt Common Core not receive federal funding?   

All states will receive federal funding regardless of the standards they adopt.  All states 

are required to adopt college and career readiness standards. 

 

 How much will it cost our school district and how will we pay for this?  A full 

transparent fiscal analysis 5 year projected and annual audits included.  

The Petal School District, as do all school districts throughout the state, adopts an annual 

fiscal budget which runs from July 1 until June 30. This budget adoption is advertised 

and is open to the public.  

 

  In a state with financial issues like Mississippi, how will the technology requirements of 

Common Core – such as online assessments, affect the already “strapped” school 

districts?   

It is important to recognize that teaching our students to be college and career ready 

demands that we develop the skills needed for success in the digital world in which we 

live.  School districts will need to look carefully at their funds and think wisely about 

how they spend them.  If schools cannot afford the necessary technology for taking the 

PARCC assessments, students will be tested using pencil and paper.  The Petal School 

District has already begun preparing for the new technology requirements of the 

upcoming online assessment. The district has increased its bandwidth and updated the 

hardware for each school in the district. These purchases were made within the regular 

annual budgeted expenditures within the Petal School District. As the timeline 

approaches for the PARCC online assessments, further updates will be made based upon 

the long-range technology plan of the Petal School District. 

 



ASSESSING OUR EFFECTIVENESS 
 

 How long before we know the Common Core State Standards Scores? Is it really 

working?  

The Petal School District has been using a nationally normed assessment, the North 

Western Educational Assessment, for a number of years. This assessment allows us to 

compare our students’ progress with students across the country. As the Petal School 

District continues the implementation of the Common Core State Standards, this 

nationally normed assessment will provide immediate feedback as to the impact of these 

standards on individual student performance. These nationally normed assessments are 

administered beginning at Petal Primary School with kindergarten students and continues 

through tenth grade. Results in the lower grades have demonstrated higher performance 

for students in the areas of reading and mathematics. 

  

 Can you provide a comparison and contrast between Common Core methods and 

standards to the method and standards used by Texas?  It is a pity that a comparison of 

Common Core vs. any other standard was not presented.   

Comparison studies have been conducted which measured the Common Core State 

Standards against states who already had high academic and college and career readiness 

standards, Texas being one of those states.  The Common Core State Standards were 

found to be generally aligned to those standards.  To access one such study, access the 

following link:  http://www.epiconline.org/publications/documents/LiningUp-

ExecutiveSummary.pdf. 

The following is a quote from the study:   

 “The overall findings from this study suggest a general level of agreement between the 

Common Core standards and the comparison standards regarding what is important for 

high school students to know and be able to do and the cognitive level at which they need 

to demonstrate key skills in English language arts and mathematics in order to be ready 

for college and careers.” 

 

 Where is the proven evidence that Common Core works?  Do you have data that is 

proven?   

The Standards have made careful use of a large and growing body of evidence. The 

evidence base includes scholarly research; surveys on what skills are required of students 

entering college and workforce training programs; assessment data identifying college 

and career ready performance; and comparisons to standards from high performing states 

and nations. 

In English language arts, the Standards build on the firm foundation of the NAEP 

frameworks in Reading and Writing, which draw on extensive scholarly research and 

evidence. 

http://www.epiconline.org/publications/documents/LiningUp-ExecutiveSummary.pdf
http://www.epiconline.org/publications/documents/LiningUp-ExecutiveSummary.pdf


In Mathematics, the Standards draw on conclusions from TIMSS and other studies of 

high performing countries that the traditional US mathematics curriculum must become 

substantially more coherent and focused in order to improve student achievement, 

addressing the problem of a curriculum that is “a mile wide and an inch deep.” 

 Retrieved from:  http://www.corestandards.org/resources/myths-vs-facts 

 Will the standards eventually drive the curriculum?   

Again, it’s important to understand that the CCSS are NOT curriculum. Standards are 

simply a set of knowledge and skills that a student should master at each grade level. 

They reflect the “what” a student should know. Curriculum refers to “how” a student will 

be taught. The CCSS do not require that educators teach with specific materials or 

methods.  

 

This is a quote from the Introduction of the Common Core State Standards which can be 

accessed at www.corestandards.org. 

 “The Standards define what all students are expected to know and be able to do, not how 

teachers should teach. For instance, the use of play with young children is not specified 

by the Standards, but it is welcome as a valuable activity in its own right and as a way to 

help students meet the expectations in this document. Furthermore, while the Standards 

make references to some particular forms of content, including mythology, foundational 

U.S. documents, and Shakespeare, they do not—indeed, cannot—enumerate all or 

even most of the content that students should learn. The Standards must therefore 

be complemented by a well-developed, content-rich curriculum consistent with the 

expectations laid out in this document. 

 What assurances will there be that teachers will not “teach for the test”?     

In the Petal School District, our teachers work very hard every day in their professional 

learning groups to research and design rigorous, real-world experiences for our students.  

For example, students across our district are currently engaged in creating brochures, 

writing newspaper articles and encyclopedia entries, and making presentations.  In our 

math classes, our students work on solving real-world problems on a daily basis, and 

math skills are often applied in other subject areas, such as science and social studies.     

 

 How will Common Core affect tests like ACT and the SAT?   

ACT and SAT partnered with the Common Core State Standards Initiative by providing 

longitudinal data to inform the development of the standards.  This partnership is 

expected to continue as we move into the future.   

For information about ACT and the Common Core, access this website: 

http://www.act.org/solutions/college-career-readiness/common-core-state-standards/. 

For information about SAT and the Common Core, access this website: 

http://www.corestandards.org/resources/myths-vs-facts
http://www.corestandards.org/
http://www.act.org/solutions/college-career-readiness/common-core-state-standards/


http://research.collegeboard.org/publications/content/2012/05/common-core-state-

standards-alignment-readistep-psatnmsqt-and-sat 

 

 How can your test be more in depth if they are electronic?  How do you score subjective 

answers?  The tasks on the PARCC assessment will take different forms.  Some questions 

will be multiple choice, while others will be technology enhanced.  Students will also be 

asked to compose written responses to different prompts that require students to use text-

based evidence to support their arguments.  To examine sample test items, please copy 

and paste the following link into your browser: 

http://www.parcconline.org/samples/item-task-prototypes 

 

For information about the creation of the PARCC assessments and to read about how 

they will be scored, please copy and paste the following link into your browser: 

http://www.parcconline.org/sites/parcc/files/PARCCFAQ_9-18-2013.pdf 

 

 If a principal and teacher choose another reading selection other than what’s suggested, 

are students still going to possibly be assessed on recommended readings?  When will we 

know what assessments will look like?   

The reading selections featured in Appendix B of the Common Core State Standards for 

English Language Arts are exemplars.  These selections serve as examples for the level 

of text complexity that teachers should look for when choosing texts for instruction.  

Petal teachers work together, with administrators, to choose texts that meet the 

instructional needs and interests of our students as well as rigorous text complexity 

standards.  The texts in Appendix B will not be used on the PARCC assessment.  To 

learn more about the PARCC assessment and to view sample test items, please visit 

www.parcconline.org.  

 

HOW WAS CCSS CREATED? 

 Exactly what research did they use to make these standards – name of at least one journal 

or university research?  

A list of sources can be found at the end of Appendix A of the Standards for ELA and 

Math.  If you will take the time to examine these Appendices, you will find that much of 

the research was derived from professional journals and university research studies.  

Copy and paste this link into your browser to access the bibliography for the ELA 

standards.  http://www.corestandards.org/assets/Appendix_A.pdf 

Copy and paste this link into your browser to access the bibliography for the Math 

standards.  http://www.corestandards.org/assets/CCSSI_Mathematics_Appendix_A.pdf 

 

 

http://www.parcconline.org/samples/item-task-prototypes
http://www.parcconline.org/sites/parcc/files/PARCCFAQ_9-18-2013.pdf
http://www.parcconline.org/
http://www.corestandards.org/assets/Appendix_A.pdf


  Exactly who and from what state were the leaders of the “state-led” effort?  Name one 

K-12 classroom teacher that was on the “work committee” that wrote the standards. The 

“Work Team” was comprised of representatives from several different states.  Several 

teachers were a part of the “Work Team” that wrote the standards.  In addition to these 

teachers, states assembled teams of teachers to review and provide feedback on the 

standards when they were released in draft form.  This feedback resulted in further 

revisions.  To view a complete list of the “Work Team”, copy and paste this link into 

your browser.   

 

http://www.nga.org/files/live/sites/NGA/files/pdf/2010COMMONCOREK12TEAM.PDF 


